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pass and pushed ahead towards Addis Ababa, 300 miles distant;
at Miessa, on the Awash river, there took placfe the last action of the
campaign, but the enemy again made but poor use of an admirable
defensive position. Indeed, General Cunningham's main preoccu-
pation now was the safety of the Italian Colonists at Addis Ababa
and elsewhere; fortunately the Abyssinian native population
showed a praiseworthy restraint, and our entry into the capital
on April 6, was unattended by either resistance or disorder. This
campaign, gained at the absurdly low cost of 500 casualties as
against the enemy's 50,000, dealt the death blow to the Italian
dream of an African Empire.
Meanwhile a British mission, under Colonel Sandford had
been fostering a revolt among the western Abyssinian tribes and
the Emperor of Abyssinia, Haile Selassie, arrived in January, 1941,
to head it. Another figure destined to future fame, Major Wingate,
came with the force of two battalions known as " Gideon Force,"
to back up the tribal rising, which broke out in April. The enemy
garrison, 12,000 strong retreated hurriedly by Debra Marcos to
Agibar, where it was defeated and surrendered. After a strenuous
and toilsome march, the Emperor with an escort from " Gideon
Force," re-entered his capital in triumph on May 5.
Despite this series of swift and briUiant campaigns, formidable
remnants of the Italian armies still had to be disposed of. The first
stage of this process was the investment and capture of the Duke of
Aosta, the Italian viceroy, and the residue of the Italian, northern
garrisons at Amba Alagi, in mid-May. After a stiff fight for Dessie,
which lasted for five days and was ended in the complete defeat of
the much more numerous enemy, the South Africans from the
south reached the plateau to find it already closely invested by the
5th Indian Division from the north. The final assault took place in
the first week of May and resulted in a hard won victory which was
followed, on the i6th, by the surrender of the Duke of Aosta and
his command.
There were still important Italian forces at large in the area of
Lake Tana north-west of Addis Ababa and in the so-called Lake
region about Gondar to the south-west of it.
In the latter area a detachment from General Platt's command
moved with the assistance of Abyssinian levies bluffed the Italian
commander at Debratabor into surrender early in July, but another
force from the west, was held up half way between Metemma and
Gondar by the coming of the rains, and a third column, moving
south-east from Adowa, was also checked before the Wolchefit
position, the strongest encountered by our troops in all Abyssinia,
Two other columns occupied the Gambela area, on the frontier
west of Addis Ababa and the territory north of Lake Rudolf.
Meanwhile in the Lake region itself, the garrison of seven hostile